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Illawarra op shops, charity bins not the only solution to

getting rid of clothes

0 Desiree Savage

Think putting unwanted clothes in a charity bin is a good deed? Few realise
about 90 per cent of donations will never end up in an op shop. So where do
you take your old pants you no longer need? DESIREE SAVAGE reports.

If you're clearing out your wardrobe and think your ripped acid wash jeans or
rastafarian kaftan need a better home, a charity bin or op-shop are probably
not the best solutions.

What most people don't realise, according to experts, is that a mere 10 per
cent of donated clothing actually ends up for sale in a thrift shop so good
intentions are really just rubbish.

An Australian Bureau of Statistics report found about 800,000 tonnes of
textile, leather and rubber waste was discarded in the 2018-19 financial year,
with just under 75 per cent sent directly to the tip - and these figures did not
include the clothing and textile waste sent overseas.

So what do you do with old jeans or a faded hypercolour t-shirt shoved at the
back of the cupboard?

The Mercury spoke with three experts on what happens to your pants, where
your pants may end up and if anyone is actually wearing your pants.

"Alot of people donate to charity thinking it's a good thing to do and it is
good, but more people donate than will buy so there's a supply and demand
difference "' caid Green Cannect seneral manaeer Kvlie Flament "There are
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millions of items of clothes, right here in the Illawarra, without a home."

1 New UOW boss ready to 'break the

The social enterprise only has "one little op-shop" but were trying their best glass ceiling for everybody’

to divert as much waste away from landfill with a lot of their discarded
clothing sent overseas, but sadly some donations are still going to landfill.
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[za] H&M stores accept old clothing which gets sorted for reuse and recycling. Picture: Robert Peet

Ms Flament said not all clothing items were equal and classed as A Grade
(shop worthy) B Grade (sent to a company who sorts them with most ending
up in overseas second hand markets) or C Grade (goes to the tip).

""Some things just don't move ... they could be in great condition but no-one MERCURY

wants it - we can't hold stock forever, there's just too much of it," she said.
"We have a problem in Australia, I think we're one of the top two or three
countries in terms of how many kilos of clothes are bought every year and
therefore have to go somewhere - they don't disappear. Most of them are not
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campostable, so our clothing discards are enormous." stories.

Ms Flament suggested for people to "start small" like delay buying the shoes Enter your email m
they think they desperately need or commit to buying one secondhand item

this week or this month. Privacy Policy ~ Terms and Conditions

“People often get overwhelmed when they
understand some of the problems we're :
facing when it comes to sustainability and l

it's hard to know where to start.” J

Kylie Flament

Lindle Epe is The Earth Stylist. She chose the path of educating and styling
people on sustainable and ethical clothes after discovering the atrocities of
the fashion industry when designing and releasing her first collection.

With the help of her husband (a Geographic Information Systems
consultant), the Kembla Grange entrepreneur is growing an online map
directory of sustainable and ethical brands which can be searched by location
or brand.

To be added on the list, Mrs Epe goes through a checklist of whether the store
or online shop is accredited, what fabrics they use, whether their supply
chain is transparent and ethical, how they treat their waste at the end of the
cycle.

"I began researching brands and realising there are no laws around what is
sustainable, the accreditations there are various types, and learning about

where clothes are made and what brands are transparent with their supply
chains," she said. "I made me think there's 'something going on here'."













